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COMMERCE ON THE GANGES BETWEEN
THE MAURYAN AND THE GUPTA PERIOD

Steven G. Darian, U. S. A.

In a previous article, I outlined the economic
role of the Ganges to the end of classical times.* Below,
I would like to explore in detail the commercial signifi-
cance of Ganga from c. 200 B. C. to 320 A, D. This half
millenium forms a period by itself, to the extent that it
lies between the two great Indian empires, the Mauryas
and the Guptas. On the whole, it is characterized by
shifting kingdoms that rise and fall, leaving behind them
marked social and economic dislocation. In spite of
this, the Ganges retains its role as a major highway of
commerce, with occasional breaks due to conflicting
political interests along the river.

Politically and culturally the end of the Mauryan
empire saw a movment westward from the Ganges valley.
Pusyamitra Sunga retained the capital at Pataliputra,
but under his successors the center of activity shifts to
the area of Avanti, with its capital at Vidia (Besnagar).
Little is known about the history of Magadha after the
reign of the Kanvas, and not until Chandra Gupta II,
in the latter part of the fourth century A. D., do the

entire reaches of the Ganges valley know political conti-

1. Steven Darian, “The Economic History of the Ganges to
the End of Gupta Times,” Fournal of the Economic and Social History
of th Orient. X1II, Part I (1970), pp. 62-87, '



2 STEVEN G. DRAIAN

nuity, But there is reason to believe that internal and
ocean trade continued, despite the political instability
of the region. Pataliputra remainsa center of culture.
Nzgasena, the Buddhist preceptor of King Menander,
came to Pitaliputra in the second century B. C. to
complete his studies (Milinda-paiiha. 1.32). En route, he
met a merchant bound for the city, with 500 wagons
The famous grammarian Patafijali also dwelt here and
in his Mahabkasya refers obliquely to the Greek
invasion, which occurred around 150 B. C. According to
the Garg: Serhita, the Greeks were joined by forces from
Paficala and Mathura, whose hostility obviously limited
commercial use of the great river system. However, we
find several references to the use of waterways. The
Makavastu (2nd century B. G.—2nd century A, D.) provi-
des a list of guilds and trades, including nzvike: boatmen
or sailors, and odumpika: raftsmen, who carried people
accross rivers (III. 113). It also mentions a seafaring
merchant of Benares, “who used to cross the great ocean
and return after a prosperous voydge” (III.286). The
Chinese Annals of the Former Han Dynasty note an itinerary
of the second or first century B, C. from the Gulf of
Tonkin, that included the names Gaigaz and Tamila
(which Nilakantha sastri identifies as Tamralipti)2. After
the Suiga dynasty, the Ganges valley is divided into a
number of petty states and knows little continuity until
the Kusina period, late in the first century A, D. Let
us now examine the era of Kusana control and the

2. XK. A. Nilakanta Sastri (ed.), The Maugyfzs and Satavahanas,
(Calcutta, 1957), p. 772.
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“dark period” of North Indian history, prior to the
Golden Age of the Guptas.

The Kusanas

Several texts from the early centuries of Christian
era suggest a vigorous maritime trade. The Manu Dharma-
Sastra (1st—2nd century A. D,) fixes the legal agreement
for rates in ocean commerce (VIII. 157). It also refers
to the cost of hiring boats for varying distances along a
river (VIIL. 412). The Milinda-patiha (V1. 21) f{rom the
first century A. D., includes Vanga (lower Bengal) in a
list of countries where ships gather for the purpose of
trade. The classical writers also shed some light on the
period. Now and then we find reference to a longer
journey down the river : the Periplus of the Eryihraean Sea
(c. 80 A. D.) traces a silk route from northwest China,
which divides in Bactria. one segment branching off
toward Barygaza, while in the easterly direction silk was
¢“exported to Damirica (the land of the Tamils) by way of
the river Ganges” (Periplus. 64). In the Periplus, the word
Ganges is used for lower Bengal, for its chief ocean port—
probably Tamralipti—and the river itself. “On its
banks,” says the anonymous author, “is a market-town
which has the same name as the river Ganges. Through
this place are brought malabathrum and Gangetic
spikenard, pearls, and muslins of the finest sorts, which
are called Gangetic” (Periplus. 63). Both malabathrum
and spikenard come from the Himalayas and were carried
down via land routes or along navigable tributaries of
Ganga. The trade of Tamralipti must have been
considerable even at this time, handling as it did, exports
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from the Ganges valley and the Himzalaya regions. It
also seryed as entprot for goods coming from the south,
The mariner of the Periplus comments on the numerous
east coast ports “where ships put in from Damirica and
from the north (Bengal).” The ships ¢“which make the
voyage to Chryse (Malacca) and to the Ganges are called
colandia and are very large (Periplus. 60).

The above passages point to a well-developed
maritime tradition in northern India througout the early
centuries of the Christian era. The Avadana-sataka—a
collection of Buddhist stories from the second century
A. D.—mentions a village of mariners (sailors, raftsmen),
located as far north as Sravasti (L. 1). It describes a
merchant of the city, who goes off to sea with 500 other
traders; similarly, his son, who hires a boat, fitting it out
with sailors, a cook, 2 helmsman, and a pilot (I. 3; I1X.1).
Political conditions early in the second century A. D.
must have inhibited the normal pattern of trade along
the river. We can infer from the Avad@na-sataka that
ships no longer sailed direct from Benares to the sea.
For example, the merchant Maitrakanyaka of Benares
invited a group of 500 traders to join him in an ocean
venture. “Those of you who have determination, come
with me. Bring with you merchandise suitable for sea
trade, without constra'nts of paying duties for export,
cargo, or passage” (IV,6). Arriving at the seacoast, he
hires a ship for 5(0 puranas; signing on a pilot, a helms-
man, oarsmen, and deck hands. In a further passage, a
group of 500 Benares merchants, who want to engage in
sea trade, take on overland route, “and passing through
several countries, finally reach the sea” (IX. 1). Itis
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difficult to gain a picture of commercial activity upriver
during this time. Kalidasa, writing in the fifth century,
alludes to a great commercial magnate of Hastinzpura,
who died in a shipwreck (Sakuntala. VI). The penulti-
mate level of settlement at Hastinapura ran from the
early second century B. C. to the late third century A. D.,
and we can contemplate trade from the northerly portion
of the river, but ultimately there is only speculation.
Nothing relevant derives from the site but a number of
imitation Kusana coins dated in the third century

A, D.

Toward the end of the first century A. D., a consi-
derable part of the Ganges valley came under control of
the Kusana kings. The extent of their occupation
remains uncertain, The main southern capital was at
Mathura, which became a great cultural and commerci-
al center. Benares may have served as a provincial
capital further east. Pataliputra was also included in
the empire, to judge by the large number of Kusana
coins found there and by the two Kusana monasteries.
However, control of Pataliputra may have lasted no more
than 80 or 85 years, from c. 65 to 150 A, D,, according
to Altekar.® we cannot be sure of the Kusana relation to
Bengal. A large number of Kusapa copper coins have
been found in west Bengal,® with several Kugina

3. A. S. Altekar and V. Mishra, Report on the Kumrahar
Lxcavations. 1951-1955 (Patna, 1959), p. 10.

4, Bhaskar Chattopadhyaya, The Age of the Kusanas (Galcutta
1927), p. 238.
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gold pieces [rom Tamluk and Mahasthana.® Some
of the ecarly terracottas from Tamralipti suggest
Kusina and Sufiga affinities®.  Ptolemy reports
that both Pataliputra and Tamralipti are ruled by
the Alandalai (Geography. VII. 1.72). However, Mc
Crindle rejects the statement that both regions
belonged to the same power”. The term AMan-
dala; may refer to an administrative district (Mandala)®,
ruled by an officer responsible to the Kusana viceroy
at Benares. Evidence suggests that the region east of
Pataliputra, up to Tamralipti, was not scttled by the
Kusanas but by another Saka tribe, the Murundas, who
held allegiance to the empire of Kaniska and his succes-
sors. At any rate, such a relationship would allow con-
tinuous passage along the river, from Hastinapura to
the sea., Commerce must have been considerable,
judging by the scope of the Kusana dominons, which
under Vasudeva extended from Afghanistan to the
central Gangzs valley. This commerce was stimulated
by the growing needs of Rome for spices and luxury
goods, though much of this trade was carried on through
the west coast ports. In the mid-third century, the

5. B. N. Puri, India Under the Kusanpas (Bombay, 1965),
p: 90.

6. P. Q. Dasgupta, The Early Terracottas from Tamralipti
(Calcutta, n. d.) p. 18.

7. John Mc Crindle, Aucient India as Described by Plolemy.
(Galcutta, 1927), p. 168.

8. Benoychandra Sen, Some Historical Aspects of the Inscriptions
of Bengal (Calcutta, 1942), p. 198.

TR,
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Kusanas were overthrown in the northwest, and the
Murundas lost no time expanding their power in the
Ganges valley. Already under Vasudeva, the last of the
Kusana kings, we begin to find a dual coinage, one with
Sassanian influence, the other leaning toward the Mu-
rundas®. Since the Murunda types appear shortly be-
fore the Gupta period, it is likely that the Kugiana pieces
found in Bengal served as coins of the realm and do not
signify direct Kusina occupation.

The Murundas

Murunda influence seems to have spread quickly
throughout the region. According to Jain sources, a
Murunda king ruled at Pataliputra (Padalipta-Pravandha.
44, 49, 61). Another Jain text, the Avasyaka-Brhadoritti *°
meations a king of Pataliputra, whose envoy visits the
king of Peshawar. We find clear indication of Murunda
intluence further east. A clay seal from Basarh (Vaisali)
(c. 200-223 A. D.) notes the marriage between the Mu-
runda king of Vaiéali and a daughter from the Saka
dynasty of Chastana at Ujjain (4SIR, 1913-14, p. 136).
The Allahabad pillar incription of Samudragupta inclu-
des the Murundas among the conquered tribes!?, while

9. David Macdowall, “Numismatic Evidence for the Date of

Kaniska,” in A, L. Basham (cd.), Papers on the Dale of Kaniska
(Leiden, 1968), p. 147.

10. As noted by K. P. .Jayaswal, “The Murunda Dynasty

and the Date of Padalipta,” in Malaiya Commemorativs Volume
(Benares, 1932), p. 185.

11. John F. Fleet, Corpus Inscriptionum Indicarum. Vol. III.
Insciptions of the Early Gupta Kings (Varanasi, 1970), pp. 14, 327.
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a Jain recension of the Vikrama-carita refers to “King Mu-
runda, the emperor of thirty-six hundred thousand people
of Kanyakubja”**. All of this accords with Ptolemy’s
statement locating the AMaroundai south of the Ganganoi

(Tanganoi) (Geog. VII. 2.14), whose dominions include
Hastinapura and Hardwar.

Several things point to continued river traffic at
this time. Another seal Basarh-Vaidali depicts a large
boat with a long oar and three decks (4S/R, 1913-14,
pp. 129-30). But a better picture comes from Chinese
sources. Shortly after 225 A. D., the king of Fu-nan
(the region of Cambodia) sent an embassy to India,
After reaching the mouth of the Gangss, it sailed upriver
to the Murunda capital, either Pataliputra or more likely
Vaisili, judging from its distance of 700 /i from the river
entrance*®. After travelling in the kingdom, the
embassy returned with a present of horses from the Indo-
Scythian country. The Chinese records indicate earlier
shipment of horses by Yue-chi (Kusipa) merchants to
the kingdom of Kia-ying (southern Malaya) in the
third century A.D.'%2, probably via Tamralipti. A
later Chinese mission visiting Fu-nan between 245 and
250 met a Murunda envoy at the court®®. The sixth

12. Vikrama’s Advenlures. Trans. by Franklin Edgerton.
Harvard Oriental Series, Vol. XX VI (Cambridge. 1926), p. 251.

13. P. Pelliot, “Le Fou-Nan,” Bulletin del’ Ecole francaise
&’ FExiréme Orient, 111 1903), p. 271.

14, P. Pelliot, Eludes Asiatiges, 11 (Hanoi, 1925).

15 George Coedes, The Making of South-east Asia (Berkeley,
1967), p. 59.
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century Shui-Ching-Chu reports that the king of Tan Mei
(Tamralipti) sent an embassy to the Chinese Court in
the third century A. D.*® While the route is not speci-

fied, official parties at this time usually travelled by sea.

During the half millenium from c. 200 B. C, to 320
A. D., the political map of the Ganges valley forms and
dissolves several times. The period of greatest iustability
includes the 150 years from c. 70 B. C. to 80 A. D., when
no one power extended its control along any considerable
distance of the river. The insecurity is reflected in the
Avadana—sataka story of the Benares merchants who
travelled overland to reach the sea. Otherwise, commerce
on the river seems to be flourishing throughout the
period, stimulated by the near insatiable Roman market
and by the Pax Kusgana, that opened up the markets
of Central Asia and the Northwest Frontier. While
destruction of the Kusina empire raduced this trade,
the Murunda kingdom that rose in its shadow preserved

the commercial continuity of the river at least as far as
Kanauj.

16. L. Petech, Northern Indian According to the Shui-Ching-Chu
(Rome, 1950), I. 55.






BRAHMANDA IN THE UPANISADS AND
OTHER WRITINGS

H. K. Mirza, Bombay
A FASCINATING SUBJECT

Cosmogony was a fascinating subject with the
ancient seers and thinkers. In the ancient writings of
India various theories have been advanced regarding
the origin of the cosmos and the worldly creations. One
of these theories is the theory of Hiranyagarbha “the
Golden Embryo”. Evidently this has given rise to the
theory of Bruhmanda <‘the Cosmic Egg®’, described in the
Chandogya Upanisad, and ““the World Egg®’ mentioned
in the Maitri Upanisad.

THE COSMIC EGG

The Chandogya Upanisad, 19.1-2 (Thirteen Principal
Upanisads, by R. E. Hume, Madras 1949, p. 214) :

“l. The sun is Brahma---this is the teaching.
A further explanation thereof (is as follows).

“In the beginning this world was merely non-
being. It was existent. It developed. It turned
into an egg. Itlay for the period of a year. It
was split as under. One of the two eggshell-parts
become silver, one gold.

%“2. That which was of silver is this earth,

11
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That which was of gold is the sky. What was the
outer membrane is the mountains. What was the
inner membrane is cloud and mist. What were

the veins are the ri.ers. What was the fluid within
is the ocean.”

The Maitri Upanisad, 6.36 (Hume, p. 431) :
¢As the existence of a lamp

Is because of combination of wick, support
and oil,

So these two, the self and the bright (sun),

Exist because of the combination of the Inner
One and the world-egg.”

IN THE MIDDLE PERSIAN TEXTS

This theory of -‘the Golden Embryo™ or of “the
Cosmic Egg” is unknewn in the ancient Iranian literature.
In the Middle Iranian literature also generally itis
unknown except for a few stray referneces in some of
the Middle Persian Zoroastrian texts. In these texts
generally a simile is given to compare the sky and the
worldly creations to a bird’s egg. These texts are noted
below (the words not found in the texts and added for
elucidation are enclosed in brackets) :

(1) Denkard, edited by D. M. Madan, Bombay
1911, p. €4 lines 6-8 :

“The interior of the sky is created like air

inside an egg. The sky around all (worldly
creations) (is) like (the shell of) an egg.”
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(2) Dadistan i Denig, edited by P. K. Anklesaria,
London 1958, page 174 lines 4-5 (See also B. T. Ankle-
saria, frani Memorial Volume, Bombay 1943, page 232;
Bailey, Zoroastrian Problems in the Ninth Century Books,
Oxford 1943, page 136) :

«The sky (is) round and extended and lofty,
and its interior (is) equally extended like an egg.”

(3) Pahlavi Rivayat, edited by B. N. Dhabhar,
Bombay 1913, page 129 lines 627 (Bailey, page 139):

And its simile —(it is) just like an egg in which
(there is) a small bird.”

(4) Selections of Zadspram, edited by B. T. Ankle.
saria, Bombay 1964, page 139 lines 10-12 ( Bailey,
page 130) :

*Secondly when by me the earth was established
(it was) in the centre of the sky, when (it was) not
nearer on any side (of the sky)—simile of the yolk of
an egg, the centre of an egg.”

(5) AMing Xrad (Pahlavi-Pazand-Sanskrit texts),
edited by T. D. Anklesaria, Bombay 1913, 43. 8-11, page
126 line 8- page 127 line 5 (Bailey, page 136) :

‘(8) The sky, the earth, water, and whatever
other (creations) within the sky are so established
as the egg of birds. (9) The sky above the earth
and below the earth is established like an egg by the
(intelligent) hand-work of the creator Ohrmazd.
(10) And the earth under the sky (is) so resembling
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as the yolk within an egg. (11) And water under
the earth, under the sky (is) just like water under
an egg”.

Sanskrit version ¢

() srmar: get W q@ew W T A9 CefAqg Aasausm
v fafsfagary aar afgar avssa 0 (Q) s Safk ghear
waes yiqear suesged grwTi@dr weg: iEar wgiaif:
fafiwaaey 1 (o) g ¥ wAREA T gEAT AGT MAH
wey sveswed 11 (2R) qauw weq: giysqy Arem@ ¥ 0F q4r
W AR qusE

IN THEOSOPHY

The Upanisads from one of the bases of
Theosophy, propounded by its founder Madame H. P.
Blavatsky in the last century. Hence this theory of
Brahmanda plays an important role in Theosophical
writings particularly in the writings of the founder
including the magnum opus of Theo.ophy, namely the
Secret Docirine. Hence s

The Secret Docirine, by H. P. Blavatsky, London.
Benares 1893, Third Revised Edition, London-Benares
1901, Vol. II, page 651 (Brackets by Blavatsky)-

“First of all, the Mundane Egg which con-
tained Brahma, or the Universe, was externally
invested with seven natural elements, at first
loosely enumerated as Water, Air. Fire, Ether, and
three secret elements; then the “World” is said to
be ““encompassed on every side”’ by seven elements,
also within the Egg—as explained :
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The world is encompassed on every side, and
above, and below, by the shell of the egg (of
Brahma) [Andakataha].

«“Around the shell flows Water, which is surrounded
with Fire; Fire by Air; Air by Ether; Ether by the Origin
of the Elements (Ahamkara); the latter by Universal
Mind, or “Intellect”, as Wilson translates.”

See also Isis Unvieled : A Master-Key to the Mpsteries
of Ancient and Modern Science and Trheology, by H. P. Blava-
tsky, New York 1877, Reprinted, California 1931, Vol. I:
Science, pages 56, 146, 147.

ELLIPTICAL ORBIT OF THE HEAVENLY
BODIES

The description given in the Chandogya Upanisad
shows that most probably the inner part of an egg
is regarded as the earlier Hirapyyagarbha, and it appears
that the oval, elliptical shape of an egg is made to
correspond the elliptical orbit and also the round,
spherical shape of the heavenly bodies. This seems to

be the origin of the philosophical speculation of ¢‘the
Cosmic Egg>’,

SIMILE FOR ILLUSTRATIVE PURPOSES

It is interesting to note that the Upanisads, and
Theosophical writings based on them, expressly state
that the creations came out of “the Cosmic Egg™; but
in the Middle Persian texts only a comparision has been
made by giving a simile for illustrative purposes, with the
express use of word for ¢‘resembling’ ¢simile” (Pahlavi




16 H. K. MIRZA
omanag, gmanagih, Sanskrit gez); and the adverb of
manaer (Pahlavi ciggn. Pazand ¢qin, Sanskrit gur). Hence

it can be argued that there is no theological or cosmo-
gonical idea in this simile.

SANSKRIT INFLUENCE

These quotations from the Middle Persian texts
may be regarded as an instance of the Sanskrit influence
on Iranian writings. For other instances of this type
one may refer to S. K. Hodivala, Oriental Studies, Oxford
1933, pages 140-141; Bailey,Zoroastrian Problems, pages 86,
219. Similarly, in some of the ancient Greek writings
also the sky is compared “to an egg with the earth
representing the yolk within” —Bailey, page 135.



AITARLEYA ARANYAKA-A FEW OBSERVATIONS

Ganesh Hari Godbole. Bombay

Aranyakas are generally considered as a transition
to the Upanigads. They form an important connecting
link between the sacrificial imagery of the Brahmanas and
the philosophical speculations of the Upanigsads. On the
one hand the Karma of the Pirva-Mimamsz is eulogised
while on the other a case is made for Nivrtti and Jfizana
of the Uttara-Mimzamsa. Sometimes it does appear that
Aranyaka philosophers are wavering between the two
paths but a careful study reveals a clear attempt on the
part of the seer to synthesise Karma, Upasana and J@ana.
Here are presented some observations made after the
study of the Aitareya Aranyaka.

A. A.T1.4.1 which begins with ‘Atm3 va idam’ etc.
upto the end of Aranyaka II. ‘Avatu Vaktiram’ is recog-
nised as Ait. Up. This portion is frequently studied and
commented upon. Similarly the first three Adhyayas of
the second Aranyaka and the entire third Aranyaka are
added to the above portion and the whole is called as
Bahvrca Brahmana Upanisad or Maha Aitareya Upa-
nisad. The third Aranyaka is titled Samhitopanisad.

The subject matter of this Aranyaka is the glorifica—
tion and the detail description of the rite called Maha-
vrata so called because it is done in the honour of Indra
who did become Mahan as a result of Vrtra-slaughter.
Even Brahma is identified with Mahavrata at 1.1.3. The

17
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performance of the Mahavrata leads to the identification
with Brahma.

Glorification of Meters :—Rv. VII. 1 which is employ-
ed on this occasion contains eighteen Res in Virdj metre
and seven in Trigtubh. The four lines of the Tristubh
represent the cattle which is quadraped while the three
padas of Vir3dj stand for the three worlds earth, mid-
region and Heaven-crowded with b.ings endowed with
three Gunpas-Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. (I.1 & 2). The
Tristubh leads to abundant cattle. The employment of
only two metres is meant for stability. It is in fact a sym-
bol of a human being who is stable or firm on the ground
because of his two feet. The twenty five Rcs in the hymn
correspond with the twenty five parts of living beings-i.e.
20 fingers, 2 thighs, 2 arms and the self.

The mystic way in which numerals are coordinated
with ordinary everyday life is due to its Brahmana in-

fluence. To illustrate (1) In reciting Rv. VII. 1 on this
occassion the first and the last Rc is recited thrice, the

usual Brahmana explanation for this would be that there
by the knot is made firm- ‘Yajfiasya Barsau sthemne
Balaya Avisrarhsaya’~it shall not become loose. But the
Arapyaka (I1.2) has a different explanation to offer.
The 25 Res are thus made 29 by this repetition at the
two extremeties. It is one less for thirty ‘Ekaya na
Trimsat’-~this small deficiency corresponds to small
uterus where the semen enters a small heart where the
life breath resides a small belly wherc the food and
eatables dwell. In fact this is no deficiency at all but
on the contrary it leads to growth and production.
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2. At I.1.4 the number 21 of these Rcs is said to
be due to the fact that they stand for a human being
having twenty fingers and a soul.

3. The figure 25 associated with the body is cal-
culated slightly differently at 1.2.2. five fingers each with
four joints- two armpits one collar bone, one eye and one
shou der bladder—thus these 25 parts on the right side in
the upper half represent only one quarter of the human
body. A similar phenomena on the left side above the
navel added to the two similar groups in the lower part
of the body gives tlie number hundred, which is the
span of human life. The sacrificer is hundred and first
and so is able to enjoy a long life of hundred years.

4, The number of Rcs in the various other Stktas
is given a fanciful iaterpretation. Rv. X,1.120, has nine
Rcs, the number nine stands for nine pranas (7 in the
head and two below). Rv.X.54, has six Rcs indicating
six seasons. Rv.VI.31 has five Rcs in Paakti meter of
five lines this stands for food or the seeds or the seeds
sown in a row form in a field. The number five leads to
the acquisition of food. Rv.IIL.51 has three Rcs repre-
senting three worlds.

5. 1.4.2. The left wing of the bird has one feather
more than the right wing i. e. one has 22 while the other
has 21. The tail of the bird is used by it for stability.
The recitation of one Rc more or less is explained on the
basis of the above phenomena. The Rv. VII.34 has 22
Rcs and so it becomes the basis or foundation onthe
analogy of the tail of the bird. This number 22 is ex-
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piained in another way, Two decades of Viraj represent
20 and the two feet of the Yajamana enabling him to be
firm on the ground stand for the remaining two.

6. AtLS5. 1 there is a passing reference to 21
imperfections of the stomach in connection with 21 Rcs
in a Sastra known as Vasa.

Dominating naiure of Gayatri -—At 1.4.1 Gayatri
metre is praised by declaring it as the chief or head
amongst all-it was born of the mouth of Prajapati. The
Aranyaka goes a step further and impresses its impor-
tance by describing how at the time of the child’s birth
the head is followed by the remaining part of the body.

Prajapati and Brahman.

The hymn to be recited if not addressed to any
particular deity should be considered as meant for Praja-
pa.i- for he is undefined. (I.2.2.) The Brahmana period
established Prajapati in the Vedic Pantheon on a solid
foundation. The Aranyaka described him as undefined
and thus paved the way for the Upanisadic Brahman.

Ceremonial details correlated with Life.

(1) To emphasise the importance of two planks
(and not three) it is said that only two worlds are real-the

earth and the heaven. The mid-region is unreal because
it is without creatures.

(2) (a) While insisting that the swing (Preikha)
should be touched by the chin-a practical reason is

advanced. A parrot climbs up the tree on his chin.
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This bird is vivacious eater and as a poet he is offered
rich food. He is kept for the entertainment of kings and
ministers. So the chin touch is meant for rich food.

(b) The elbow touch is glorified by quoting the
behaviour of another bird- a hawk well known for his
strength. The hawk pushes aside others by his elbow
and climbs the tree ahead.

Glorification of East :

1.2.4, As the world of gods is situated in the
eastern quarter that quarter is productive due to the
semen of gods.

Plosives easy to pronounce :

(1.3.3x7) The Children find it easier to pronounce
dental plosives short or long. This is very fancifully
described. Prajapati having created the world first
uttered ‘Ta ta’ short and then Tata i.e. long. He
addressed his son Hirapyagarbha with that appellation
meant for the father. Thus even this day a child just
learning to speak utters the word ‘T'a ta’ or Ta ta.

At IIL.2.6. it is said that when a man speaks, his
breath stops a while when he breathes he stops speaking.
This is the basic principle of speech sounds which has
now been developed as an advanced science of Linguistics.
The relation of the consonants and vowels is like that
of the body and the soul. (II.2.4) The former has no
independent existence without the latter.

Vegetarian growth, Birth conirol :

Contrast between Samnadati and Odati :—(1.3.5)
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The male voice being deep resounds and is refer-
red to as Samadati while the waters drench (undanti) all
the beings- even the food in the mouth is made wet by
the saliva first and so they are called ‘Odati’.

Waters are called ‘Aghnya?

At TIL.7 the (holy) waters are said to be responsi-

b'e for creating faith for good deeds in the mind of the
Upasaka,

The trees and plants where growth depends on
waters should also be carefully preserved as they contain
water. Even the Semen as it contains water should not
be destroyed. What a contrast with the modern idea of
making even the abortion legal. The conjugal life always
leads to happiness. A man considers himself as reach-
ing perfection with the help of a woman as his life’s part-
ner. Even the two metres Tristubha and Anustubh are
looked upon as a bethrothed couple (I.3.9).

Prana and Body :—(a) The body got the name
‘§arira’ because without the prana it decayed ‘Asan.
The popular myth of the quarrelling sense organs to

prove superiority of Prana also occurs in this context at
III.1-4.

(b) The different appellations by which different
bodies are recoguised even though Prana in reality is one
is just like 2 number of pegs used for trying different ani-

mals even though all the pegs have one rope holding
them together. (1I.1.6).

"(c) Sense organs serve as the places for ¢onceal-
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ment of Praina. They are known as Brahmagiri. Just
as the food ctc. is no’ seen outside, so Prana hiding in
the sense organs is invisible (II1.1.8;. The d:rivation of
the names of various sages, like Atri, Bharadvaja Vasig-
tha, Pavamanya, Satarcins, Grtsamada, Visva-mitra,
Vamadeva by associating them with Prana shows the
advancement of etymology and their keen interest to
prove that even names are not unimportant or meaning-
less. (II.2.1-2).

(11.2.2) A certain sage praised Prana so he said to
him ‘Oh joy well said (Su-uktam), there by the hymns
came to be called siikta. Siktas short or long are of
equal importance because Frana said ‘I am as small as
an ant and as big as an elephant. This is just a Vedantic
concept about Brahman. Prana is Aksara, because Prana
gives-‘Ksarati’- rewards to all-while one dead body can-
not give it to another.

The distinction made between Prana and mind is
quite clear at II.32 where it is said that the mind in the
body is like juice in plants while the universal nature of

the self is obvious by the statements like ‘Yah Ahip Sah
Asaw’ etc.

While praising ‘Truth’ the practical outlook seems
to be before the mind of the philosopher. The impor-
tance of truth issang in unstinted terms but Satyavrata
is to be used with caution. In any case both the extremes
are always dangerous-sacriﬁcing everything leads oneto
poverty while dismissing all the mendicants without
giving them anything brings infamy in its turn,
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Two metaphors :—The metaphor of the lute is
described by Dr. Belvalkar in detail, III. 2.5.

The body is called the chariot of Prapa (Deva-
ratha) It is Hiranyagarbha. It destroys all the desires.
Speech is its seat~ the ears— the hinder wheels—the two
eyes— the two horses— mind- the charioteer and Prapa

is the occupant. Thusthis pranopasana leads one to
Hirapyagarbha.

Oral Teaching and action—~While describing the
residential places for the self a peculiar phenomena is
noticed- an oral teaching is accompanied by an action-
the demonstrative pronoun is wused thrice- Ayam
Avasathah Ayam Avasathah, Ayam Avasathah, and the
three places eye, throat and heart are pointed out.

Pantheism—A vague reference to pantheism occurs
at II. 1.2. The enjoyer and the enjoyed are identified
where the former as it were represents the god while the
latter the universe. Gf—Atta Ha Adyah Bhavati.

Creation and the law of Karma—The order of creation
laid down at II. 1.3 is as follows—Prajapati- Gods-
Rains- Plants— Food Semen- Men Heart- Mind- Vak-
Karma, Ultimately the last act of creation is said to be
‘this man’- A human being is thus the architect of his

own fortune- the law of karma is something which is
inescapable.

Various do’s and don’ts for teacher & a student of . Makhavrata.

The teacher should not undertake to instruct a
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pupil if he does : (a) Not observe the rules of residential
student (Antevasin).

(b) Not agree to stay at least for a year.
(c) Not observe the life of a celibate student.

(d) Not belong to the same school of thought.

The teacher should not repeat the lesson more than
two times as it is highly confidential. Jatukarni does not
like even this. According to him the student should not
be told the lesson even a second time by the teacher, but
he does not allow more than one student for each teacher.

The ratio of Teacher Student is one to one. Thisis a
sort of Tutorial system,

The student should neither be too old nor too
young. The other restrictions laid down are as regards
his posture. Both should not be (a) standing (b) moving
(c) sleeping (d) on a raised seat.

Both should be secated on the bare ground. Several
rules are prescribed for the pupil while receiving instruc-
tions. He should not (a) lean backwards or forwards
(b) be over clothed. (c) sit in a padmasana like posture
(d) raise his knees (e) wear any special apparel (f) eat
flesh (g) see blood or dead body; {h) go across eaten food
(i) be anointed, or apply oil to his body shave, apply

sandalpaste, put on a garland; approach a woman or
obliterate what is written.

According to Jatukarni this study should not be over

within a single day. While Galava opines that it should
F 4

e =
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be over within a day. Agnivedyayam choses a golden
mean. According to him it should be distributed over two
days. The importance of Mahavrata adhyayana is
further established by laying down that it should not be
studied when anything else is studied earlier.— but other

study may be undertaken there i. e, at that place after
this is over.

After this incidentally the Aranyaka lays down
rules for Vedic study in general.



SATIRE IN THE RGVEDA
C, L. Prabhakar and Pramod Ranjan Ray.

0.0 Though the (Rg) Vedic hymns are out and out
devotional hymns, yet one would do well to remember
that these hymns in general express the poet’s desire, his
way of looking into things, his appreciation and depre-
ciation of other’s hehaviour, etc. Hence, we may find
occurrences amongst the Rg Vedic hymns where the
Rsi uses satire as a means of expressing his feelings. A
study of such occurrences in the RV and also a cursory
reference to those of the Yajurveda, it is hoped, would
be interesting from the point of literary criticism.

1.0 Before we take up the occurrences of the Rg
Vedic satires, we may do well to state of satire in brief.
Satire is defined to be the holding up of vice or folly to
redicule. It often makes use of irony and sarcasm.
About its ways of expression and technique of employ-
ment it is said, from other ways of expressing disappro-
val satire differs in tone and technique. The preacher
is more direct and oratorial than the satirist, the scold
is less logical and more abusive®. About the development
of satire it is observed that “‘the first exercise of satire
no doubt consisted in giving at personal defects. To

27
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dignify satire by rendering it the instrument of morality
or the associate of poetry was a development implying
considerable advance in the literary art’®.

2.0 If we look into th Rg Vedic hymns we find a set of
satires, being used against the gods. There are expre-
ssions which express the poet’s disapproval of God’s
cruclty. Even there is in use which rums, ‘“do not
reproach the God”* (m@ nindaia). Griffith translates,
Reproach not him, who God and sclf-reliant, vouch
this bounty unto me a mortal’®. This expression, mad
nindaia ya imam mahyam ratim devo dadan martyaya
svadh@van, otherwise suggests that if the God would not
have been bountiful then He could have been justifiably
reproached. Thus we may see in the poet’s words that
the God even dose not go beyond the devotee’s reproach.
Hence there is no wonder that a poet may express his
disapproval of the God'’s actions, if he does not think it
right®. These types of expressions are considered asa
type of Alamkara (vyaja stuti) in sanskrit poetics”. Here
one may justifiably ask whether the satire does not make
the God angry and thus fails to achieve the purpose of
the poet. To this we may answer in DRYDEN'’s lines-
‘A witty man is tickled while he is hurt and a fool feels
it not'®. In fact this type of satire is not out of malice,
hence is not abusive.

2.1. If we take this group of satires of RV we find
chiefly four types of expressions to have been used. To
take the first, the poet is seen proclaiming his steadfast
love to God, and yet its fruitlessness. The poet would
say: kva tyadindr@ varund yaso vam yena sma sina" bharathah
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sakhibhyah® . ‘Thus the poct asks where has that glory
of Indra and Varuna gone. The poet even asks Indra,
‘What have thy iriends received from thee, the
brahmanas who faithful, rest their hopes in thee O
Indra’®, The cxpression that, ez ki (vam riutha
vatayantam magha viprebhyo dadatam Srpomifkim te. brahmasno
grhate sakhayo ye tvaya nidadhuly Kdamam indraj, shows how
boldly the poet accuses the God for He is ungracious.
This type of expression we may find in many other
verses like RV. I. 105. 7-8. 91.9, II. 34.10 etc.

2.2 The second type of satire under this group expresses
that the God being powerful has become merciless to his
devotee, but if the place of the God and the Poet would
have been vice versa, then the thing would have been
different. The poet would say, ‘If I were thou and thou
wert I ; O Agni ! every prayer of Thine should have its
fulfilment here*?. Exactly in the same tone it occurs
elsewhere 2

Yad yiiyam Préni mataro martasah syatana
Stotz vo amrtah syat.

Mz vo mrgo na yavase jarita bhiida josyah
Pathz yamasya gad upa.

This may even be compared with the other verses
in which one finds almost a verbatim use of the same

satire®s.

2.3. The third set of satires show how the gods are not
performing their duties. The poet would ask, whether the
God being the elder would remain inactive and allow his
younger one to destruction**. The poet would even ask,
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if the God does not save him and He being there, if the

poet is tormented then why the God would be addressed
as guardian i—-

Kimanga tv@ brahmanal soma gopdisn kimanga tv-
@hur abhi sastipam nah/Kimaniga nale
pagyasi nidyamanan brahmadvise tapusim heti masya*®.

2.4, The fourth type of the sarcasm is rather a bit direct
and more edged. The poet asks, “how long should the

God behave as one who wavers” : @ kivatali salalukam
cakartha*".

3.1. Personal malice leads to abuse. And the poet,
being 2 human being, has not stepped out of this weak-
ness even he would not spare the gods if they desert him.
He would not loose his courage to say, “who Agni, in
alliance with thy foemen, what splendid helpers won
for them their riches, Agni who guard the dwelling
place of falsehood who are the protectors of speech of
liars®?8, He,even, would not stop here, and would
proceed to say that other gods have deceived themselves:
“Sakliayas te visun@ agna ete $vasah santo asiva abhvan|
adkfirsata svayamete vacobhir 7juyate vrjindgni bruvantal>*®.
When the poct does not spare the gods, it is but natural
that the abuses against his enemies would be more sharp.
The poet harshly scolds his adversaries, ‘“men notice not
the arrow 0 ye people, they bring the red beast deeming
it a bullock. A sluggish steed men run not with the
courser, not ever lead an ass before a charger: nasaya-
kasya cikite jandso lodham nayanti pasu manyamanah|na V)i
nam  vajind hasayanti na gardhabham fpuro asvannayanti”*°.
The poet would call his enemy the vilest and the friend :
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yo mayatum yatudliin etyaha yo va raksah sucir asmity Ghaf
indras tam hantu mahot@ vadhena visvasya jantor adhamas
padesta’**.

3.2. Such personal satires are more pointed, when
thesc are used against mortal adversaries., The poet
laughs at the lesser poets and asks why do such
singers address to the gods: Anirena vacas@ fihalgvena
pratityena kydhuntitypasah|adha te agne kimiha vadangy andyu-
dhasa asut@ sacantam®*. This idea again is reechoed in
RV.VII: ¢A mortal wins no riches by unworthy
praise : Wealth comes not to the niggard churl®*®. He
calls his adversaries ass and their prayers as ass’s braying:
Sam indra gardhabha™ myna nuvanie™ papayc mwa . The
satire comes to its best when the poet asks the Gods to
worship themselves rather being worshipped by fools
who are devoid of knowledge : “svaya™ yajasva divi deva
devan kim te pakah kynavad apracetal’ .

3.3. There are other satires which arise out of the
enemy’s misfortune. The poet laughs at the other’s mis-
fortune and calls them fool*°®. The poet maliciously
describes the misery of his enemies and the minute des-
cription makes his enemies a laughing stock and shows
his joy in other’s misery. The poet describes, “They
went like kine unherded from the pasture, each clinging
to friend as chance directed”?”,

3.4 At other places in addition to the sarcasm made
against the cnemies the poet has boasted of his own
fortune. He would boastingly say what mortal would
attack him who is a friend of Indra®® . Fhe same voice
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is re-echoed in other magdalas also : “Kim mam anindrak
kinavan nanukthah'3®,

4.0 Now we have come to consider a set of Rg. Vedic
Satires which are not invective. These are seen to be

of two types : one corrective, the other a ridicule which
wounds but does not pain.

4,1 To take the second type of satire first, the poet
has used 2 satire against women. The poet has voiced it

through Urvadi, describing the hearts of women as the
hearts of hyenas. ‘pururavo ma mritha ma pra papto mé tve
erkdso asivasa @ ksan/na vat strain@ni sakhyani santi salavi-
kanam hrdayanyeiaw’®°. Here one feels as if the poet being
sympathetic in Pururavas’s fathomless grief, consoles
pururavas, casting an asperson on the woman nature
through Urvaéi. At other place the poet even slights
the women maintaining that Indra has said the women
to be of lesser intellect : indras c¢id dh@ tad abravit striya
asdsyam matahuta aha kratum raghum®*,

4.2. The corrective satires are aimed at certain social
customs. Adption of son by heirless people is one of
those social customs which is practised till to-day.
Against this social custom the poet has used a satire ; ‘un-
welcome for adoption is the stranger, one to be thought
of as another’s offspring, though grown by familiar pra-
ctice. May our strong hero come, freshly triumphant’®2.
"The poet further calls it to be the fool’s way and prays to
Agni not to allow the custom to continue : “na seso Agne
anya jata™ asty acelanasya ma patho vi duksah’®®, There
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are even some violent satires which question the base of
some moral laws of the society: yami mocks at the rule
of sexual prohibition between the brother and the sister
and says : kim bhrai@ sadyandtham bhavati kimu svas@ yan
niritir nigachlias'%.

4.3. But other satires are directed against the miser. A
miser is described to be a sinner : mogham annasn vindate
apracetal satyamp bravimi vadha it sa tasya[naryamanam pusya-
ti no sakhayam kavalagho bhavati kevaladim. The poet even
says that such a man’s house is not a fitting place for
rest. Itis better to go to a stranger than to such a
person®s. The satire is best employed when the only
affluence of wealth is mocked at, and is maintained that
one who is only rich is not necessarily superior. For one
sees that the Sun having one foot surpasses the bipeds
(man), and the biped (man) surpasses the threefooted
(the oldman who walks with the stick) and masters the
four footed animals (here dogs). which obey him. Hence
only affluence does not give superiority as the number of
more feet does not make one superior.

4.4. Though till now we get some verses incorporating
sarcasm we have not met full hymn written on satire.
Now we have come to such a hymn., The A4ksa sukta or
the hymn describing the dice play and the gambler’s
sorrow is a quite known one. It is generally considered
by the scholars as a sorrowful song of a gambler. WIN-
TERNITZ, considering it to be the most beautiful
amongst the non-religious poems’ maintains it to be a®*
“soliloquy of a penitent sinner”’. But we take it tobea
finished satire that the poet holds against gambling. The

F.5 -
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poet would in the begining say highly of the dice:®®
‘sprung from tall trees on windy heights, these rollers
transport me as they turn upon the table Decarer to me
the die that never slumbers than the deep draught of
Munjavan’s own soma”. Thus after speaking of the
high origin of dice, the poet immediately depicts how
for the sake of dice only the gambler has to lose his ever
gracious wife in the immediate next verse, i. e. RV.X,
34,2. Then the poet proceeds on describing the woes
that befall a gambler giving a penpicture of his miseries,
how he is neglected by all, even his parents, brothers
do not recognise him, and others caress his wife. After
describing the woes the poet again shows how the gamb-
ler feels attached to the dice, even if he decides not to
play it. Asthe dice roll on the board he like a fond
girl seeks the place of gambling. He feels his body afire
thinking whether he would be lucky®?. But soon the
poet shatters the hopes of the gambler saying that still
the dice turn against the gambler4®. Then again the
poet goes on giving the praise of dice for three stanzas
describing rolls of dice and even comparing it with savi-
tar’s faithful ways, and says that dice is armed with
goods and driving hooks so that it becomes difficult for
the gambler to desert gambling. The poet compares
dice with a lump of magic charcoal which itself being
cold burns other**. Thus praising the dice the poet
immediately depicts the sorrows that the wife of the
gambler suffers, describes the tears of the mother of the
gambler and his utter poverty%*. Then the poet pro-
ceeds to give an advice to abandon the game and to go
for cultivation, and bids farewell to the game*®. Thus
from the hymn we may see that the praise of the dice
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being contrasted with the sorrows becomes a mock and
the praise turns to an abuse for the game. The poem
appears to be the one of the nicest satire shedding out
all the primitiveness from it. The poct here has used no
direct abuse, disapproval like a preacher, but has drawn
a full figure so as to show its folly. In the words of
Dryden ‘how hard to make a man appear fool, a block
head, or a knave without using any of those approbrious
terms?t’. In fact the poet has become successful writing
a satire in its advanced meaning.

5.0. What has been pointed out in the case of the RV,
the same, more or less, could be found in the Kandikas
of the Yajurveda. It is, however, certain that scope for
satire in the Yajurveda, for such acute analysis and inter-
pretation is meagre. Rather this sustains to regard the
RV as a unique literary production noted for dignity and
decorum even though there continued literary activity
after the RV-Samhita. Alsothe RV singularly claimed
importance even in the event of the present aspect of
discussion.

Yajurveda bears a different character and purpose
and, therefore, the terseness in using satirical language
became less warranted. The various deities of the
Yajurveda are but those projected out of various sacrifi-
cial situations. In the Yajurveda, perhaps, the satire
appears to be also intended to result into fertility. The
dialogue verses*® at the Aédvamedha sacrifice bear such
effect viz. fertility in the wives of the emperor, the sacri-
ficer. A tone of satirical ridicule also is seen in the
verses¢® when priests begin- challenging one’s depth of
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erudition and scholarship. Likewise the verses%” indicate
the plight if one’s dame were to indulge in extra moral
conduct. Further there are expressions7® in the Yajur-
veda sarcastically referring to the ghastly and at the
same time the suspected deceptive nature of the deities.
Rather though there implied a tone of devotion ; within
its fold ome could even percieve the satirical notein
them.

Suffice it here, therefore, to say that the Yajurveda
continued the satire as a means in its language. The
other literary aspects of the Yajurveda are discussed else-
where. But in case of the RV there is ample work
produced in that direction. It is, therefore, possible to
realise that the tradition cf satirical language set by the
RV originally is kept up in the later Vedic Sambhitas
and onwards. This fact further cements the thesis that
Veda as a whole should also be regarded as a Kavya
while satire formed a constituent beauty in the language
and style of literary composition.
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A ASNSFAVATATET: |
aq FensadFasi afga Tarfaors gagsaraaEARE TaiEs-
qraT FATIAIRWHANG AATATar Aifaa: | qar fz  FgaamfT oa-
gfaffraafasa ganfrnfaa=2gaattearawas  aasafaoas-
st fafauacay | aaraf~oagsRAgaed ar | a5a AEIAATEIFEATed

ArETdIETYES A¥IY JeasIRTE | 41 T Fhr fEn s gAntaTiaw <
wrarEs A TR A agea fhaTa rgaaaasad fafaoaarEsegz s
afged Ieaara=eas aea afg A TATHzeT= Araanfeq: | gzeg st feaf-
T TAATATT ST AT fr A rEegEFE om o s ErrarE=y-
TR a=ga A Feoaam A fasted gat sarfatofa wfaaq gaam 75 -
feax argmrasfadifaEssrsTraE e aas i Eoaara=gzs-
@ A QIEAFIT=GZHSATIT A1 | 7 9774 Jgafgaraad ag-
aFomfaurarsdifcfaracaareg  frad  qeaafgmmsargaatata
fatasgerigaqala araq) aqmfa quam ag e mgarmasfigTimr-
FegRsgaEEcenfautrsrar weafacaaifia wifa: qaofafagamss-
geaed qReAsaxanTiqertiafagstt oo w3gfadig aeaad gafamon-
afaerdfagasis wafray  sfaErfeafasoRgaamtasomsmeEs -
qifraE=eRFE Soarfaaasyd b fTigaEsteTas  aremE=ggrsataT
qAaEAT: 1 gEfaweEfoafaafeafaeonam . wafaaomta-
REEqTAE: agAgfaaiaEsgTateafafass aeifaasr it a
g aefaafasf aRuadiasfag: | argd = fidtased Mwwdia: | qrgwnamE-
gfrgtfaia=sgsTaf~eauaRagEsr  qraqEsges 9| | @
grEEEsedafRadwamaftenanfs  qqar  afgu gwfwa=
agmArgafgaicdtawamrErafaaiom . Gley  gaugesoaEa-
sfeRRa@EmInRaT | aRugARTagaaEsiE faEseamaiga-
SFAATEOIFEE  AAAETEED  qeAlsl Q9 Aelsaasd




Yo o stre gearaweTET AT

TR TAHTATATSRNEAR | 7 07 e sreroreraanrrayays i Rramai
TR TEsSRTa RaAwa T tcond falqy 7 30 wafy; Aseaamaed ¥
Rt wed wegafaf aran | afgaa garfzaa afgaRivammasfaa-
fraessrmafgaafeatruaam@ifavaas agl asracoarsrarn-
HIE  AARATEATNT R THIAEA TR ATGFeA  qora 191
AT T S| {7 QIR eqd @ <oz T fga AwaAd femama aqga-

RN AFE e AfEsT afmaset aasm et T2 qiguraE-
sfratfraEsgraacaEa Foas fafiamer i<agaifiqEasg: s aq agu-
st fafaoaamassRTarans Feagfrafamaaicgga frasgss ags-
fafreamia=aemacamE frem fd fraaicagal fra @=gFeE gagal
fraraifas T eERaE@IsraEsgaFa eauEmifaseg gl
sqrRat<ia F=ad | 9aal afgar aafaas agradaagaEasfaif-
F=uEFaT AgMuE@aig@maaiar @9 afgas T gt afga-
qraahe | ¢F amsdifafaeadaiEsafy feqq, agE@arom aaif-
sfeatfamEt frefracgaarara fegagaiiic e seRaarfar
AT=HETARA OSTIRRFANAAT AT AGYIFAT  Aaf~&fqacd  qwhedq |
wanrss iy argwizgaqifRg Sistq | Far ¥ Iqq @ifaafaaif@yg -
Nfrefshelaargarema=garaiaE ga=trrdrafaema=gaTal-
famT a1 AT AA=URFAT R e ITca v geed® QIENgaINarageeas qaq-
Fe) TF {9, Taehed iy greqara=eEad zauwanaftoad qaau-
gesTAETETEEfEEt 7 afqey gt asEramEer T agrsianE )
TS FER: Wik U7 grifafaam avafa ) ssemataset

garazaTard gl RaE=eETa ko frea faq frammaaice g far -
ag=oEm et e i ey R aa=ggsaraquisaara<ez e -
FrogammITHg ZHEIRRE] qaifeaa faat ey,
sA A frefhadeeaoaasgarartaa gqanarafem=g
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gFRATfaaT ar sqeazaar aafiefaaer fear s3m: | FeitsadTeaET
aer 9gat fFa, gEATTHCTIILIT To[aaTaacy Atqaq  Jeaaedaqmedsd
JAEN | TIqdwed AEAT[FGIFIASY I A aaarg=gaFacar-
gireanfaaifarrraicagaifara<gzsa 7 fraed =g 91 5 s¥a-
aglqgifeafaam qum gfv amsa | qW frofaqar argafgaa argfaaa
Fafgfaqasag graraafaqaaamarfcaarfaeara: | qavgeFareaTdTE-
sfaarfram=geaara rafegaufaar fraraag famafrara=tes sae -
arafrarmifanfaaraaggramfaaaar Faaafgfagaar  &=a-
anifaaaar qea=YRsEed  reqaEsass g | afaas 7 alwei: |
AIATE=eLFA A 1a g g i FTaicaTaifarasgss qTE-
afgaaafean, afgfifa sdfafaqagr, o gfe  sAfafagaar awg
faqrarfrsfaa=sraamfgarfaafmsataafaE=ets 7 afg-
EAGRFET  AfeITdRAfgegAAIdarg | frar  qeufaeadnrasas
afgfamadgaarafaaasamiaaaarasezFaa araaE=gEs awd |
7w, qaiferg feaweaealaal: TEdIRE: | IEAATATIFRQIARETg
gfgafraE=ETaREFRTaicqagr (3g-Sga s s o T AT reE-
TAERAFIEICTTAT ) ATeqqASELAaaTdle: THEAT a5 TATE-
gfrdt frarasgzaam (aruraEtas i fiaEgRsaraEatgasRafe-
areaie A fgrasgessa g fam@ifa skavaaseraras-
alafegafarmamrasd fafauraa=gesae  arsad@=gEs 9<a |
f& a1 agmaEasfafraa=Rsaaa tgan it e
TATIZFEE EAqIa=EF LRI Fed ATATE AHAMAT (eqATaearicg
fify) a<r=aq | FgeamfaswgrmaEs faife asessaikisaattan -
Fifmran: aeefs (A7 ARG A aEsscsTTaca i)
s fica s sfratedaramateam=gzaar e, aa=dasara frsr-

T3 SHQTIAAT g7 Fa=oRHal asMeNgNfanfiares sevTsTatiy
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¥R fao e aalEeqTEATATH

et ke felssasderararaaas a farmratea N rases g
Trqifeded  samwae: | g gf sdfafaeaaEsessgie-
e, aaeaEs ki fragseaa fga faraqmrandt o
TR ATSIATATORR quCgAT gHar ag fad Arfqearfa: |
a1 sgmmrEmenaEas A i s fssaa s faanfoar-
fafireedm s (@igmmnas nfraassasfreg=e mars e v ic
T frTEseHETET) aaq fawq | mhaTafraEsgessy g
frs<ormastraifraEsdsarfssrafean Gafrard g sqEse-
FIRatsguT A fraETicagniarg=essaaad | 491 9 9w
A7 1 gEEmAfraEn: fGEEggagareweatmafoaT  aegaifar-
CE frfRaaaemis@Eafrrdsaltanky aa | gavad
srfyafads @ U Sfanr sEfq | gar ¥ geawmHgAdaa ga-
HEAARE afgar gaTfea=reariaa s fa quafaae saarasearaerar
TAISTUITETE TF A G aIea9 | Greqara=essd fad AN+ (~od-
staaifrerfasaggaamTfamumEaT - ST aeaasgEParsar
TEYIFACOTATAIANGH 0T JaT sATiat e agiftadarafe 7 fifimr
waer fgarR MatmEr )

ek SR eI e I E R e GlIRI R R R G s e el R
AT gal saTa (e qea sy FefssairdFeaqs (qea feoaraqas-
FATfaRraETe ) Tatl 1EeEE T | TREASTEd | aiga T gqr-
faeaa AW GATEATERY Te7ed goeca goedad [a[ecasd qals-
TAFEIE TEERNE | aaify  fganmasEs i faaees-
nEAH A (g qreadEseRdaigoaea 9 fafse: gamfafea gfy
fradmTad T, siafeessr srgmaaa fgafaaassa fafauaee
qreaqIa=gas algesacard Wala afgAT, aarfeaseacgises qae
geacd Tqeed | qea el W irqacas, & ar agaafeewmaran-
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@Y AAISATAFE T agaategaarauy aie 9 9guy  Sfaofir-
geRETTauamsdl o faage e adarres ggufaf aedear (F@isaads
@gar) «rgaq | gakeen  (sfiafraresseerfaarsrd i faaasEr-
Yeqar) wrafafe geaen | @ | afaifeEsrafaormriafagas
AT ® ST I 62T SEALTAGAT AAISATAFATE 1
Faq 7 grfafe | wifaafafEmmmame g qarf ggaamifas-
uafr freafasgrardan A fraasersarara frennf afiaraaizag-
afiaEsersers ffrgranrasdfafaaaramafeeas i icag-
AifraraseRae  aeraEseRETaey) frasia | e srafaas
HsgIsacaTd e kA A Eraica g faEasssaaagad | 41 ¥
sfaarfreafasargaarmfasomraas o faEseraacaareeaa hal-
framqaicagafraesssseg afafaugangra st fafaaaarara e fa-

frarraicag e treevatemgn famaatfas o T=eq-
RATACH AT (TSR TACOAGTATAT T T 0F gar sarfeafefa-

wfad | @& afw agrmaaatga Tafe@stienta: | fgawmaTiEeor-
sfafreafas T i frar=srsrgmeae, afgarateasfafaa-
eI | Fraf~ew R G EaTagRnaa | IR o T
sfanfmar T gk, zfa Fer AT aararT
TUHET AFARAAT AATAT qea=gehad qeralad afgarated e |
AFEIT afged 9 a1 fagaar q@&m agEdEa g onfagaant-
AT EfT | U eSO g e g AT fqa | T s eRea e -
FhgarfmifigrritagEifaEe:s graaERiITsE  afgairad-
F@T 7 g AgHEIAE afgaiied Iagasia | aafsoatEcgmaTs-
THaa o afseafaatfearfy d7 sfy Fermasmga it 9 sk
qERUIENTaTaT_E T wEMulaEd g g WAty | eral egaHT-
faw o faatfreafasarwna) serna e syvgeR v § AgMdige gavE-




¥y fivo sro weATAHSTTRATATH
we s franmifas e s agmiaafaesgerasa fafaaar

ve@ fegmfavada 7§ wgrdaa fgeara oo favaat aegrasd fafaaaar
AgEHaafgesT  agfavaarara ceas e frarsaaicagn firarasess-

S E R G R G P S M R R E s e E R R E R A Rl R IR E I
faFoass €8 w1 )
A aa g qam@ETe@Eearia: | ggaamifas it

sfgmonaE: wgraa e afgaiwicaam: adagfdfaeasess-
T oS s g N Hasges 7 AgmaTaETasd 7 ar-
afgeae (oeg ag [Idd agafaqargeamseifa @ agrdafaafas
a1 afgfafisr g wafkfaufids agufreraraafeas -
FRIRAFARE=RS 7 TEMETaEE 7 a7 afgeaiasasaiT ge-
@ Fad faagaaTETE e i e Ria rasga s e A
TTa SO NI (e A M A g3 TacaTeAq [T SR Td (@A TH AT
FIFE garaaa | @I agAE e fgam aarfseas & ar agrwaatg-
A AR Ia<ieTT 18T aqa qafd |

T T afwieas arfrssfsiauaraafeparasggant dar g 9
fauaara fresEsgemartaT ar saserTmar qetrerae (fogaar) fer
PItEHUGH (mateito afenfar) frsrsratcagnfiaEsagsa
gara A KA e IR Ga AT S TS fa frara=gmaa e foge
gREfaETa . 36 et rsag fafagaar CICHIEECRIS
g fafaaaara=sEsaraT oA i Rarematcaga fraa=egs ear-
afeeargE @ity g TgesaaErEaaa s, sHTa eeaq AT -
T &t arfiafefd faaeaitafafa qEmEgaigar
gaTfeE? Afenfd: | AgvEaTaT AW adig aeadr  qrgaragr-
AfgagTaETkEfaaeEFag ITEafgaTasy qad  aglagaqyFar
yatf: 7 ggmHaAigautasT g serfkfaafafn seemefa ag
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drafgfagmfa a9 | AgmarRIaiga I mrAfaaa s arara g |
AFMEIIEETR: AgMARdisaEAEiRia | (rhafeasmtresfrefiaa-
g rafeeaTasgemar =T arg 1 fauy eafassrasegmarfamT ar garaaa
@fesT HasggHar afasaaeds faugaifaeqaiftaa ot aa ga-
gaMTfE QAT a AT seR Fa A feea e i< ga -
“Yaweud fafagaamar agfagar agmdaa fgaraanga fF aragrda-
afgam aareifaas flaer arRawea gfT Jq aaieas Faaaadl 5T
fadrerarfrsfiaasrara faarat frder swdear FEw SaraETg) aga-
srfqas g fafaaacaes areaarasgEdIasd MauamET=aal aqrs
gfrdtfrerfrscrgaam e i =g s = oag faaif-
arFatcagafraraserrsm i a1 geafaeaaifasiar swrar avga-

gdtdrar  gerfavrerafasfagsrar  aRuSHRARATE Foay Garfiare
qaTag A frarasgrs s rearga farsaifas aaa=graraareaara-

SR TCOAUM AT AT gal aarfaicia  faaaqaneion | agaevs -
faaaar, aesgray fafquaar 7 geafaAoaafrsfaassaraT aram |1
EREN sfaatfreatasoggaaraiasraas kel faesaes-
qrearE Feag i ey a e searaeasadifafaad nmear-
afeaTgAiTaER A R e SR AR oA I Ta-
L gal sAartaikfs faadsf s afgam gafkes mifgefa: |
AU A ua@s  qreaaa=eRaaedsatar  AgaaaaigaT
aeparear feers areaifia: | grRTEIgANT i fauaEty arearEeREed
@ | wETaEaafgae ae@meared™ Tsare: | agueTgrase i
fauaee gremma=tesTasy awThkit | FgmHEatyfeyeataieaatt
TAAIHI@T TG HOST ATAHREATST T F SO TG TR
e FeasfRifmsraiagiifaetesadgsy  agEiRETTTe
afgeadacd & Fad AEUEF@EEAT Sk 8 agmdReTdag-
faafasr afgerasa fafasr wdfafda arussrarasdifaaaa




¥§ fite smo aeaTHATERTATY
TEAERRTEEISAER  §  qatenrRa: | AgmaraEtgan
IEEERET  Alwa: I agufavgqrrawdtfa oy
FIEqq AR Fed Fea1q |

i asnsauasasey: |

¥g wreaETgEs argafafaEas-dEeiase: |

srayargferanta feeastad frre: sfaa freafaroRgaamrtas-
AT e s tesa A famds ur ammifasagasaT
gregEsORs AR, fEeTaceRaEgawa ? aar = afaifie-
frrrrgarmER A A NaEseRFE Feafrseraaa faamiafcen
yhra e deramiasaareaaaseTs e froaaa fasd gqt anfa-
ffy wfay | gaEmEforRiEAgaRm gra gy fanfarfa-
FRUTY VAT | Afged  @igaifarassRTaagea e aan-
fassrrgufadifamacer  aeafasser  avgmTfasIEEasay  aa
afgamamifan qreaRa: | THaIaeeaT qgraaaigsqageafma e
qgWET gl AT wEAIfEEgeaT afger gxam | A9 gAe
75 eaAfenfa: | sgEElagassageafeie®  wEdggy awa
FAAITFCIRaET  goe qeanfeld amaq | qraunmses fa) frar-
TR aEE AT T et Feas g g Ers frowr-
Fifmrpraifas it feanafronicats aramfaswagasaa aeaar-
TTRT IHESRAN | qdtadeafadsty serada:, @ 9 7 ddw-
qIHeTw and | afgfassageafaaafamicneer v+ afgg awad
TAMIEFEETaT aigd ¥ augeaaa gz afgar garfed-
AFfA: | 7 97 MG TG AT FgTmTsATi ey frada-
=rTrargaE & fify qasamerramgadaf 9 1 geeafeia-
FE e aififaaangafey  gfadw gurmfasoadssaq  qreaar-



ArEgqraseRs ARk iaasEFaTne: 1)

ged guy acafmfa gaad ag femrfwerd: | =ddaagy sy
FIAATES AFITHITIH TAAATHATH o Y1 |

g Safegd gafaed @ fafreaarIEaRa e |
argmfantfmmE=RTa e ferfrafaeaegzea 9T aEsTET
AmETaEaETdd  areaEseRs gacasaean | Afy Al Gieae:
AW | P47 927 F A/9E TATEd | A9 Sfaarneniasogd-
AR faF ATy f ) fra s sa T A AT A F O e (s faa | (e T-
FATAEgTgAfmEmEitasfaffaaaferds @ aEmaso-
HIFaT FIEAqTa=oRs (ava: | 97 T TAEMFTIEIT qreuse -
T TS aTadT TAASATAR | A ag 1w qifaeafas: |
Yeen wafrarfrarasgEda ag fdaw | gramaTaEenf sfafie-

fawraggaamTfasaET g =R R A AT s <oT-
TRRFAHI AT ATHE T FRATATIAL TGN | AEAGH AT T 0
wegdraseASsaTad | 7 HeAfy  whafeafasigaaer-

frrvmgr T g Ta R i e e fga fremseraar-
gaAIfasafgafermrmamafaafasaigafa dea agl
e afga  gEifkaEenfafdy e skafefaaorg
gamIfasar A faaifiaat FEATOA AT [T Fa (A AT
afvewaesr AT o wEWEFTEIET § waqges giq aurer
AT T I | T, AT T 9= aaeaaa MaH S aTear: |
gy faloHIEmET aEMEfEFEEEaraT a8 Hetd  qreaaTasaEa
TAEsERA N | srgaragfaant g afrarfarasses o fom | s
HE FHAIGY: | AT W aU@rMaEETEaRaT QEETaE g araT
qET AT ATAAIT=REH TAeAsaea | gafy sfgarframm  sfyfmr-
TORFEIEAT WEaETeRe AuMEENaIfds o ayafRe-
fag gw: & afEfmEpeaetEnT | sy skeiterdmas,
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afefewa  ar  sofrafomasfrenfa: | quam ag e diw
TAEagEI AT gy qreqqrasaRd  a<aT aqateen-
ARTETTT TGT T@R | ag@RoE aarsras s
ARAHAUTA AT TIEUS o frara=Sgade: areqara~eRa snga: |

7 wiefaEssEsEtes e gy | afrnff g
aETRewEEE @ A9 gfr ) qur 9 sfedfreafratoigaamtasa-
AACaE=EaT  aRcAAEewammifasd srfafs
TSR A raseRT SqaNaEsgEaadl 7 fFaar atEm | amam
ag a7 @@ mmes gwar 3fc GarfefaasEsam
ARTRAATE (el g0 T8 Wal 7 e qaq gfa Tifqeytfia: | gz afadd
safawq ARE aigai garkas aeafafifs | a7 g@q | s
AR ST | gerEt WA A A6 7 aevaeay waed fas
Traaarsafag: | g gear afv 98 dawgeswtay afaEsea
737 TREEAATE O 9€: G WA §e&@ WA qEAIHAmIw: |
qE g HFIATrE  (Vata@s) T9a 999 qRRET  WHaR
SRaeET AT e | afgwn gaifers Yafas g3y agmga-
afgeweafens  Ifedradmcm e fifaEsssagesan
st §9 @fE: agice ardssaaEa | e fqafaqar
TTfoAd AAmE AT | gealaa<q ava™ AIRATHRE  qeaT
SEEEIEEMENIEAE L ST I RS EI G =2 S | (I £ S GRS T
qreEgsEE | ed an fuficar Siffeq aqamaifeas tafaswa
qaa[ 727 AfaearEE: | g aifaEsgiesar gsadE-
STTEAT AERFIATE SgaT Teaiiaid qgAced qTed e agacd sd-
AAAIGFOGE G EEE |

ifr arcmaE=yEd aen sfadfaasdEeias: |

g afgam  ufedd AU AT Tl



TT=IRTAI1: FATITA ¥e
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qaseRaareaAEsgEFarT  FEWr @d: 1 aguraEs i fiet-
qraEaEAaIAsR T @ rgaamEaaey At anfafikfe  sauda

frafgg 1 qar =w  amEm aRwmEafed s faeas
gfenfaEasggsar Fymam aewIEgETacdd qfueweta
T IHAAA GeECAAEAI: | GTAAET R NagE

Faarafaas aangfaaifamamiy 3foaff aeonfafmotsfoea
saca faceraaaram iy gt aRwg e firafrefaarmes areaaEeRs
THAIASATATT | qgaat g Araara: | agumfaaificesessas TRt
Y99 qIVEEa QregaEacgas Jaa a<and |

aq  gfaifeafracggaamfrmemEsfaatmEessacar-
afgafremaa@eaaEa=gssafgaaramifaswd g&r  @ifia
feranrg  ammafanfmEersafenfaafcar saw  Fadgfaf
q=gq | AaEfasoEdn: qwafHEafsgsmEaT agasesaaaiif
freafrersam: | @@ w@YEmMETEfft EhsaETaseta
garEg AT SRFa A E oA fAsHaT a8 gHEEsTl-
WA g g agumET ki iassesa e g g€
(TEqETE: qAEETT: T8 GreadEseRs A axaid, a89 emaarET
fasuaer gl axaw qHAM ag RoREam: | gRarEs g ia-
FgETEEE g aafmIRsrwEmEafsay g Aedse: | qRar
FREEAFSIANTET ffses 7 gaeae g asuEReaEE
tg o SREfET (FaRTET 9g) SgEasINT gAEsaE |

73 i e s R R e R e R SR Fa T e
ST AT ATaE: S SaaEeyT, @ (A9ed)  Sa99q
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B




Yo e ST AR

warsaFen iy afasagrich | que s fraeseesaag
sTETRafen: 1 genEsia i sRET R s wETa e
frsasgamamt  (GRuEERFE N AR ey fanifiaaseres
at) grEska FaassReasara ey fafmamhstaee aewm
yRfifrersaef @@ | a9 @ITEITESRE, | br

arews fe s asis e AR AR T RECRILZ I
TR AR ATIw e {at a9 |

w7 Tt | 7 @ wdy wgweaafglaian fasdta-
fag=earfz 1 &tre &0 |

T G S amar GRamesgerihiaammarr-
T fagdy TR gaIEIRE  weEaafgakdf gdfafeed-
gy | @41 7 grmamEsiafier wag gy swadal (FEme-
afgaiwifoial) wEREafgaagfafifant sfeEmd sgraaa
IfgE® 7 WEAMEH qeaea RN faTsTrEaaan S Etg SaaEaar
dfevamraer gEmIaeqeE  sfadifmeseseaar: FafEsi
7 g @faffe @@ 1 qor =3 sfefreafasiagggamatys
FOMRHE A ga Ay Al feeeRaas araarEasssy afgad awad
TEATIATERE AfgT gaTieaaren fafifa ware: | /g auuaeHIuEg
gfEifamEr Fraftorareraessrearadizenfqaksam a0 9-
T fFrafenastrraneias faingy | g ggmataatgatad
fafireati Ard@AEARE afgae  gmfErecEes: | ae-
rAfseaEsgRaalMe(daeE  qreg¥, qEad  AgMUIga gIaaAaRE
afgmi qaifes aemfa: | EMTEE e E e -
frem=rrafreiaaft mritegrmEsiafae aaa 1 an-
Ff oA R T e g SIS SeeTiaedy e qeaqa-
gafafreaifm  aRicaEEEEn T aavHeRTTE AT -
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ARIEAZRFAT ATAATTBIFAAGRHAITA BT ATaaTaegaHhar-
FegRHaE eI sR A e aa@ sade faaaoigy | ga1 7 aigar=g-
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REVIEWS

Sravakabhuimi of Arya Asanga, ed. by Dr. Karunesh
Shukla, published by Kashi Prasad Jayaswal Research Institute,
Patna, 1973, pp. 511, price Rs. 45[- (cloth-bound edition).

The present work is the 13th bkgm¢ or section of
the Yogacarabhimi sastra which consists of seventeen
bhwmis or sections. The personality of Asanga and his
work, %Yog@carabh@mi sa@stra are of an epoch-making
significance in the history of Buddhist Philosophy inas-
much as they made an improvement on the philosophy
of Madhyamika philosophers, particularly, Nzgarjuna
and created a new school of philosophy called Yogacara
Idealism. The full text of the Yogdcarabhumi S$astra,
however, is not available in Sanskrit to this date. It is,
however, being published in several instalments. First
of all, only the Bodhisattvabhimi, the 15th bhumi, was
publised by U. Wogihara from Tokyo in 1930. But
this text was incomplete. Then in 1938 Mahapandit
Rahul Sankrityayana brought the manuscript ef the
Yogacarabhumsi sastra from Tibet and gave it to the Kashi
Prasad Jayaswal Research Institute, Patna. Prof. V.
Bhattacharya edited the five bhgmis and the Univesrity
of Calcutta published them in one volume under the
title “Yogacarabhvims> in 1957, Then Dr. N. Dutta edited
the complete Bodhisattvabhyimi and the K. P. Jayaswal
Research Institute published it in 1966. Now the same
institute has published the work under review for the
first time. This is the whole story of the available
sections of the Yoga@carabhim: sa@sira, in Sanskrit. Needless
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to say, the whole work which was originally written in
Sanskrit, is available in Chinese, Tibetan and Japanese
translations, It is informed by Dr. Karunesh Shukla that
Prof, Anant Lal Thakur has edited the remaining B/#imis
(p. XLIV, footnote 3). But they are not yet published.
Anyway, the publication of the ‘Sravakabluimi ls wel-
comed whole heartedly.

The editor has taken great pains to decipher the
manuscript and make it intelligible. But since he has
edited from a single manuscript or rather from the
photographic copy of a single manuscript, he has relied
more upon the intelligibility of the context than upon
the objective selection of the correct readieg out of all
the variants. But he has thoroughly understood his
text and has profitably used Alex Wayman’s dnalysis of
the Sravaka Blwimi Manuscript which was published from
Los Angeles in 1961. He has also added an Introduction
to his edition. 1t deals, among others, with the sources
and the script of the $ravakabhtimi and the life and works
of Asanga, According to him, the script of the present
manuscript is North Indian Nagari Script from which
the present Devanagari Script, Bengali Script and other
North Indian Scripts have developed. Further, he
thinks that the date of Asanga is between 350-415 A. D.
But as some parts of the Yogacarabhtimi sasira were trans-
lated by Dharmaraksa in Chinese between 414-421
A. D., the date of Asanga can be pushed back atleast by
50 years. The learned editor has not examined the
view of those who contend that Dharmaraksa did the
above translation during the life.time of Asaiga.

‘Further, it is really discouraging to note that the
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four appendices and three indices which the learned
editor has written could not be published alongwith the
present work. They were very useful and now they

should be published separately as early as possible,
for, they will facilitate the philosophical studies of

the work,
But even in its present form the book throws much

light on Yogicara ethics, theory of knowledge and
spiritual discipline. It consists of three Books which are
called Yogasthanas. The first Yogasthana has three chap-
ters, Gotra , Bhiimi, Avatara Bhiimi and Naiskramya
Bhiimi. The second and third Yogasthanas have
no Chapters. At the end of each Chapter and
Yogasthana, its summary is given in verse. The
whole work is otherwise, written in simple Sanskrit
prose. The sentences are short and the technical
terms are well defined. A simple perusal of the book
testifies why both in clarity of thought and lucidity of
communication the present work of Asanga was really
a classic worthy of emulation by his successors in India,
China, Japan and Tibet. Both the method and the tenet
of Idealist philosophy are clearly discussed. The four-
fold classification of argument into Apeksayukti, karya-
karapayukti, upapattisaidhana yukti and Dharmatayukti
( pp. 141 {f) is probably the greatest contribution of
Asanga to the theory of knowledge. No modern Buddhist
scholar has fully utilized this classification of argument
in the exposition of Buddhist theory of knowledge. The
doctrine of two fold apeksayukti, viz. utpatti apeksa and
Prajfiapti-apeksa is impregnated with great philosophical
significance. Further, it is important to note that Asanga
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distinguished between Pramzapa or Anumzana and Yukti
or Philosophical argument and that he accepted verbal
testimony, perception and inference as pramanas (p. 142).
So the current view that Buddhists accept only two
pramanas, perception and inference, is wrong and must
be revised. In this way the publication of the Sravaka-
bhimi necessitates a reappraisal of Buddhist idealism.
Herein lies the importance of the present publicatin for
which the learned editor is to be Congratulated. The
presnt reviewer invites scholars to translate the available
sections of the Yogacarabhtimi sastre in Hindi and English
and research the philosophy of Asaiga on its basis. This
magnum opus of Indian Buddhism must be accorded the
place in modern Indian languages that it deserves
or has in Chinese, Japanese and Tibetan. It is a classic of
Mahayana Buddhism. The present volume is nicely
printed although it has many printing mistakes which
should be corrected by publishing an ‘Errata’ alongwith

the forthcoming publication of its appendices and
indices.

S. L. Pandey

University of Allahabad
Allahabad




The Bodhisattvacarita, a mahZk@yya in Sanskrit, by
Dr. Satya Vrat Shastri. Second edition with Hindi
translation and notes by the author. Mecharchand
Lachhmandas, Daryaganj, Delhi, 1973. pp. 238.
Rs. 16.00.

The book, which was first published in 1960.and
has now appeared in revised and enlarged fqrm: s a
mah@k@oya in Sanskrit, written by one of the gifted poets
of Sanskrit today. The poet, Dr. Satya Vrat Shastri,
has, through this poem as also his Gurugovindasirisacarita
(Patiala, 1967), carved out for himself a place of honour
in the galaxy of the creative writers in Sanskrit.

The poem under review deals with the story of the
noble deeds (avadanas) of the Bodhisattva, the Buddha
in his former births wherein he was on his way to the
attainment of perfect knowledge. The epic re-tells some
of the fine avadanas of the Buddhist literature in ornate
k@yya style, and it is both in the matter and the manner
of presenting it that the poem is superb and deserves
high praise.

A mahakayya, according to the theorists, is a poetic
composition in verse, divided into cantos and devoted to
portrayal of the life of its hero in i's full detail or of a host
of them belonging to one dynastic line. The present
kayya makes a departure from this conventional concept
inasmuch as it deals with different characters with no -
chronological continuity in the events narrated in diffe-
rent cantos. The characters depicted, however, have
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been conceived as manifestations of one single spirit—
that of the Bodhisattva—in his different lives, and this
has given an element of unity to the otherwise diverse
narratives not storiologically linked with one another.

‘This k@yya, in its fourteen cantos, sings the life of
the Bodhisativa in his nine forms. Of these, four
relate to his life as a king and two as a fmerchant, while
in others he appears as a monk, a farmer, and a teacher.
The Bodhisattva illustrates through these forms the
ethical virtues for which Buddhism stood. These values
have been sét forth both through the example of the
noble deeds of the Bodhisattva and by precept—the
preaching by the noble soul.

Evidently, the plot of the poem, as we have it, is
not centred round one figure, but it treats of a number
of characters of different names and forms. The unifying
factor in it is the spirit of the Bodhisattva which per-
meates the different figures. This feature of the plot is
both the strength and the weakness of the poem, for
while it lends dignity to the theme and gives it the
dimension of a mahakavya, it takes away from it the veriety
and the intercst in the narrative and also tends to narrow
the scope for characterisation and for delineation of
sentiments. Despite these handicaps inhcrent in such a
plot, the k@gya possesses fine instances of vivid characteri-
sation and an effective realisation of sentiments.

One of the chief merits of the poem consists in its
descriptive and narrative art, We come across in the
poem some beautiful tales with events in swift movement
and a number of dainty scenes from nature depicted
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with vividness and imagination. The poem interests
itself more in 2 moving scene than in its still form, and
has always a preference for a vast landscape. The kavya
portrays the various nature scemes in broad outline and
not in minute detail, and yet the sketches are effective

and vigorous.

The poem has some fine instances of the portrayal
of human beauty as well. The painting has been done
in sober colours and with a few straight lines here and
there. The figures portrayed are elegant and expressive,
aad there is a dominant element of suggestion in
them.

The kavya, dealing as it does with the theme of the
sublime in human character, has an essentially edifying
tone throughout. It embodies at places fine verses of
gnomic value, and these are forceful in appeal. At some
places there are long sermons, but they are not devoid of
interest. However, the poem is more effective in places
where it is less prolix, and is succinct in its observations
on things universal and things ethical.

The poem presents instances of fine imagery which
forms a part of its poetic ornamentation. The imagery
takes its strength in the poem from the standards of
similitude, which are at places quite fresh. But what
strikes us most in the poem is its diction which is the
essence of the poet’s ornate style. This diction is even
and smooth generally, rugged and uncouth rarely, and
e¢mbellished and attractive always. The poet’s ideas are
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couched in felicitous expression, and the felicity and ease
in the diction spring from the music of words which have
been set and re-set with meticulous care and fine judge-
ment. The poet has a sensitive ear for the melody of
sounds which have been rounded and formed into phrases
and sentences of musical appeal. We have in his kavya
some fine instances of felicity of diction, and they take
us perforce to the poesy of Kalidasa and Dendin. An
irresistible love for well-fashioned phreseology has
prompted the poet to set his ornate diction with gems of
rare beauty drawn from the poetry of great classicists
of Sanskrit. We have happy reminiscences, in his diction,
of the poetry of the Upanisads, of the two Epics, and of
Kzlidasa, Bharavi, Dapdin and Bhavabhiiti.

One aspect of the language of the poem deserves
special mention, and it appertains to its display of
grammatical subtleties which both brightens it and lends
it pedantic dignity. A grammarian by genius and culti-
vation, the poet loves the science of the language as
much as he does the language itself, and he cannot
possibly keep the one away from the other. At times
his love for grammar tends to irritate us, but happily it
is seldom carried to its excess.

The poem on the whole is an excellent attempt at
singing an old saga of Indian culture in a medium as
old as Panini and yet quite fresh. It gives a forceful
expression to the high ideals and virtues of the Indian
culture in general and the Buddhism in particular,
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The poet deserves our hearty congratulations on
bringing out, in its second edition, this fine piece of his
creative writing, which forms a valued contribution to
the understanding of our cultural heritage. and is a
welcome addition to the rich treasure of the classical
Sanskrit poetry.

Dharmendra Kumar Gupta.
M. A., M. O. L. ,Ph. D,,
Head, Department of Sanskrit,
Punjabi University, Patiala.
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